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either party bring forth in its support a text which was not
allowed by the other.

Alterations, then, of any importance could not have escaped
detection, and we might without hesitation have accepted as
genuine the Scriptures which, as now printed, we hear or read.
Still it is a satisfaction to know that many manuscripts, both of the
Hebrew and Greek Scriptures, are extant, of great antiquity,
and some of the latter are pronounced, by those who, from
study of the subject, are competent to form a judgment, anterior
to the time of Mohammed. The Old Testament was translated
into Greek long before the coming of Christ; and the Samari-
tans, who have been the rivals of the Jews ever, since their
return from Babylon, have also a Pentateuch, certainly not
altered after that era, and only in a few points, and those not
bearing\pon doctrine, differing from the Jewish copy.

It would be easy to prove from these premises the substan-
tial integrity of the text of the Old and New Testaments, but
the Moslems have of late been told of various readings, and
their informers dishonestly, or from ignorance, magnify their
importance. It should be explained to them that there are
none in the Old Testament, and very few in the New, that
affect any doctrine. The collations that have been made
attest the diligence of Biblical critics ; and their general consent
to exclude from St. John's first Epistle, notwithstanding the
internal evidence in its favour, and the support of the Latin
version, the formal declaration of the Trinity, is an incon-
trovertible instance of their honesty. The only remaining doc-
trinal texts are positive declarations of the divinity of the
Saviour, but both doctrines may be proved from other pas-
sages: and, as it has been justly observed, the divinity of
Jesus is interwoven into the very frame and texture of the
Bible, and written in it as with a sunbeam.

The Moslems, however, do not deny that these doctrines
are contained in our present copies. The great point in argu-
ing with them is to shew the impossibility of any material
variation in a volume which has been preserved by all Chris-
tians, however they may differ in its interpretation, as their